
Tiil': LECilNEilF. LODGfi' . No . 1£374 . 

Th<' Cons ecration of' tliis Lodge took place under the Bnnner 
'O.f the HopP. & Charity Lodg~ . No . 377, at thP Masonic Hnll , 
Nill Strc rt, on 23rd FPbruary,18£31 . 

1'hc llt . Worshi p:ful Provincial Grand Master, Sir E . A . II . Lcchmcrc , 
Bart., hnd ~ivC'n his namf' to tl1P. Lodge and also $J;rnnt<'d 
permission for the Family Arms to be u s ed as the Lod~0 Aanncr . 

Th <' Prov . G . ~lastcr performed the Ceremony of Consecration , and 
clelivcrcd a most imprPssive address on the principlPs oi 
Mn s onry and an explanation o.C his Armorial Bearings which <lPpict 
thf' Pelican, an antient symboJ recognised as an emblem of' Charity 
and Renevolf'nCC' . (The anticnt :famil y mot to 11 Clrri s tus Pel icnno") 

ThP. Founders int0ndect Lechmer<' Lodge to be a c :Lass Loclp;c . 
The membership was rC'str i cted hy t h <' fly- laws 1.o a totol of 30, 
but ns a fact ii nP.ver cxceedod 25 . Memh er ship wn.s scJ cctcd 
from Ousincss an<t Professionnl ~cntlcmen and I would su~~rst 
tho t us this rule was carried out t h e progresB of' tlw Lodp;C' was 
slow antl with out doubt ,~-ns the rvcn tun) cause o.f its downfall . 

Thr ~oun<lrr s and first Of'f'icers wcrP .-
W. l3ro . Geo . TAylor P . M.177 

(connected with the Carpet Trade) 
W. Bro . Gro.\J . Grosvenor P . M.177 and 560 

Carpet Manufacturer . 
WoBro.G.W.Naylor P . M. 560 

Carpet Mnnufacturer. 
W. £3ro.E.Ilammopd P .M.377 

)7'<.nl'( ~~~ • 
W. Bro . J . T . Meredith P . M.560 

Surveyor & Architect 
Bro. W . M . P.oden ~--t'c c.d.ar '577 

Ded .QJ' ,.ti,,...,, d -<9" .,£.c..d .-J 
Bro.F.Burchcr 7 177 

Solicitor 
Bro.A.CowPJl ~77 

Ct.lrpe l Trade 
Uro . M.Tomldnson 177 

Cnrpo1 . Mnm1fnct11rcr 
Uro . J .J .llnrv<•y '577 

(DirC"ctor HAHVF.Y'S Winrs) 
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In 1888 K . Dro . W. 11 . Tnlhot (Solicitor) was W. M . ;md duri.n~ that 
year three Candidates were initiated but ~rom then until 1894 
(six years) only one initiation took place <:tnd 1.hc membership 
hy that time had been greatly reduced. 
It i~ recorded that on several occasjons it was not possiblr io 
open th<' Lodge owing to insufficient numbers and whPn a candidate 
was proposed to the Secretary the proposer was advised that it was 
unfair to bring the name forward owin~ to the stote of lhf' Lodg<" . 

A By-law which is rather unusual is XlX "Nembershjp of this 
shall be forfeitrd ipso facto on any member being convicted of' 
felony or misdemc anour, or on brcomin~ bankrupt" . There i~ no 

•record of this law bein~ applied. 
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-2 ... 
The i'ollowing Brethren occupied the ChRir of Lechmere Lodge 
whilst at Kidderminster .- Initiates . 
1 881 
·1882 

G.Taylor 
G.W.Grosvenor 

2 Secretary . Carpet Manu:facturer . 
3 Carpet N:fg . lligh Sherif'! of' 

1883 G. W. Naylor 0 
18811 W.M.11oden 5 
1885 Hev.W . M.Timbrel1 0 

Worces tershire , D. L. 3 times Mayor, 
P.M . 377 & 560 . 
C"rpet Manufacturer 
Solicitor 

1886 J . Mos sop 3 Auctioneer - !Jiecl China l<JO' l 
1887 T .ll.Meretlith 1 Architect . P . H . 560 - 1878 & 1879 
1888 W.11.Talbot 3 Solicitor 
1889 G.R.Green 0 Carpet Nanu facturer 
1890 G.L.Webster 0 Doctor - Oewdley 
1891 D.Dawes 1 Solicitor - partner Hoden & Dawes . 
1892 T .F. Bland 0 Architect 
1893 J.E.Green 0 Barrister - Surbiton, Surrey . 
1894 A.R.Wnddcll 0 Doctor - Bewrlley . 

In 1895 it was found impossible to continue to work t h e Lodge 
owing to lack of memhers and on many occasions the Lodge was not 
opened i'or this reason. 

W.Bro . R . Edger has ~ .Master at the time and during his 
Nastership the worl< was carried out by brethren from the 
Warwickshire Volunte er F6rce . 31 Initiates and joining memhPrs 
were added to the roll. 

During the year 1 894 W.Bro . A.F . Godson attentletl t h e Lodge and 
sug~ested that it should be resuscitated by removal. 

Certain mf'mbers of the Warwickshir e Force had for some time been 
trying to obtain a Warrant for the formation of a Military Lodge 
in that County , but their e:fforts were rejected by Provincial a nd 
Grand Lodge. W. Ilro . G.Taylor (then Prov.G.Sec . of Worc e stershire) 
with the assistance of W. Bro. C . U. Eaton obtn i nPd permission o~ th0 
Masefield Lodge of BalsalJ Heath to share' t heir rooms at tl~e 

Institute if permission was granted for t h e transfer of Lechruer e 
LodgP, Dalsall H0ath was at that Lime in the Province o~ 
Worcestershire. The transfer was duly obtained and the first rneetinp; 
took pl ace at Halsall II oath on '•th . September, 1H95. W. Hro .T~dgar 
opcne<l tho Lou~c n nd thr ceremony wn~ conducted from thon hy 
w .nro .Copt .nurrou~h. I quote from the r ecords of that lime ''Evl~ry 
Candidate fo r initiation or joining shall be u me mbe r of thr Uc•~uJnr 
Auxiliary, or Volunteer Forcel'J, o1 not lower rank t han Corporal, 
or cx-mcmhcr" . Pormission was ~rant e d hy Grund Lodge for the namt• 
of the Lodge t o be c h ange d to The Lechmere Volunteer Lodge No . 10~l1. 

The Installation date 1 which hitherto h a d been in March, was 
c hanged to October in order t h at Bro.C.U.Eaton could qualify for 
the Master 's Chair. 

So the Lechmere Lod~e departed from Kidderminster, the town of 
its birth . 

It should be noted t hat the name of W.Bro.J.E.Green (1893) hardly 
attended the Lodge during hi s year in the Chair, in fact on one 
occasion only three members were present (the S .W. a nd two others) . 

, The obvious lack of interest of W.Bro. J . E . Green sadly a:ffectcd 
Kidderminster Masonry for h e also took t h e Chair of Hope & Charity 
Chapier in 1896 and failed to keep the Chapter working ; 
consequel"'tly the Chapter closed down until it was resuscitated i n 
1899 . 
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